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The Apostle Paul writing to Timothy in 2 Timothy 3:16-17, tells us that “all scriptures are given by inspiration of God” and is “profitable” for doctrine (teaching) for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man (or woman) of God might be perfect (mature) thoroughly furnished (equipped) unto all good works.”

However, in order for the scriptures to profit us, we must first be careful to receive it not as the words of men but “as it is in truth, the word of God”
 and that it is truth 

(St. John 17:17). For only then will we take our obligation to study it seriously and in doing so it will be effectual (effective) in our lives. (1 Thess. 2:13).

Keeping this in mind, I would like you to notice with me what Paul and Peter had to say about the standing of the believer.

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ”: (Eph. 1:3).

“According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue”

(2 Pet.1:3).

What these scriptures tell us is that we have everything that we need to live a life of godliness right now.

In Eph. 1:13-14 Paul reminds them (and us), that when we believed we were “sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise” and that the Spirit is the “earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession”.

“Earnest” means “down payment”. “Until the redemption of the purchased possession” refers to the time when Jesus Christ returns to take us away (St. John 14:2-3, 

Acts 1:10-11, 1Thessalonians 4:16-18). At that time he will change our vile bodies that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body (Phil. 3:21). “For as we have borne the image of the earthly so shall we bear the image of the heavenly” (1 Corinth. 15:49). “For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality” 

(1 Corinth. 15:53)..” We shall not all sleep, but we SHALL ALL BE CHANGED, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump “(1 Corinth.15: 1-2).

And although “it does not yet appear what we shall be…we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is “(1 John 3:2).

That’s going to be a glorious day for sure. However that day has not yet come and we are still in this “corruptible” body of flesh.  We can be influenced and we can die.

Therefore to keep us while we are in this fleshly temple God has given us his Spirit.

And along with the indwelling Spirit comes all the spiritual blessings in heavenly things that we need for developing a godly life. This includes the ability to overcome the attacks of Satan and maintain our spiritual victory.

For this reason God insists that we be filled with His Spirit. (Ephesians 5:8). Because in addition to being the only way that one can enter the kingdom of God (St. John 3:5), it is also the only way that one can obtain power to overcome Satan. 

(Acts 1:8, St. Luke 10:19, 2 Tim. 1:7).

THE BELIEVERS VICTORY AFFIRMED

Concerning those who have been baptized in Jesus name and filled with the Holy Spirit the scriptures say “Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God”. 

(1 Corinthians 2:12).

Here Paul reveals to us another purpose of the Spirit. That is to impart to us knowledge of what God has given us. This agrees with what Jesus said in St John 16:13 “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth’.
Therefore as born again believers we should know and understand the benefits of our redemption. And we should never forget them (Psalm 103:2).

One of those benefits is Deliverance from the power of darkness.

Paul says in Colossians 1:12-13. “Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light:

Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son”.

Notice the words “who HAS delivered us”. “Has” is a past tense word indicating that the act is already done. 

The Apostle John in 1John 4:4 states. “Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.”

These statements by the apostles leave no room for confessions of unbelief and defeat.

We have been placed in the standing of victory.  Indeed He “has raised us up together and made us to sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.”  (Eph. 2:6).

However these facts do not discourage the adversary from trying to defeat us. We are still under constant attack by him. But neither should we be discouraged. Victory should be a permanent part of our lives. 

In 1Corinthians 15:57 Paul says “But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

In 2 Corinthians 2:14 he says, “Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ,” this is the mind that the believer should have.

DELIVERED YET DEFEATED

Now we come to a perplexing question that is often asked by saints and sinners.

“Why is it that so many professing Christians live such defeated lives? Often bound by pride, fear, lust, strife, unbelief, jealousy, greed and selfishness? Does this prove that the bible is not correct in it’s affirmation of the believer’s victory?  Not at all, the problem of those who suffers from such carnalities lies within themselves and their unbelief. But Paul asked,  “For what if some did not believe? Shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect? God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar” 

(Rom. 3:3-4a).

His point here is that our unwillingness to believe and obey God does not affect God’s integrity.  The fact is that God has done His part and we are required to do what He commands if we want to experience the victory that He promised us. The cause of the believers defeat can always be traced back to their failure to submit to some divine principle that God has given us in His word. A few of them are listed below. 

FAITH

The role of the believer’s faith in their state of victory is clearly defined in the word of God. Notice what Peter says.

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through faith”. (1Peter 1:3-5)

Notice that although Peter clearly says that we are “kept by the power of God”, he also makes it clear that the method by which God keeps us is “through faith”.

The Greek word translated “faith” in this verse is “Pistis” which means a firm persuasion, a conviction based upon hearing. 

“Pisteuo” the verb form of Pistis is translated “believe” in the New Testament and means to be persuaded of and hence to place trust in. Not mere credence.

These two word include total acknowledgment of God’s revelation and surrender to him,

and a life that confirms such faith.

In Hebrews 11:1 we are told that “faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”
In other words true faith gives tangibility to that which is yet future that we look forward to. And it is the proof of what can’t be seen with the natural eye.

This means that when one is exercising biblical faith, their sight is of little importance.

However, as with Thomas (St. John 20:25), non-visual faith has been a serious problem with some saints. We have not yet been able to shake off the teaching of the old man that says “seeing is believing”. Biblical faith is “believing to see”. (Psalms 27:13).

Understanding this becomes all the more important when we understand that the object of our faith should be Jesus Christ who cannot be seen with the natural eye. 

Jesus is the living Word. (St. John 1:1,14). And he commands us to believe in and obey his written word. (St. John 7:24-27). He promised that “If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”(St. John 8:31-32).

Therefore although it is true that “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” (St. John 8:36).  It is only through knowledge that these things can be experienced. And the only way to know them is by the word of God.  As it is written
“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” (Rom. 10:17).

HEARING

In Romans 10:17 the Apostle Paul explains that “Faith”, (a necessary ingredient for victory), comes by hearing the word of God. This does not mean that hearing alone is all that is required to build faith. Hearing is just the first stage. Paul asks, “How shall they believe on Him of whom they have not heard?” (Romans 10:14).

TRUTH

But there are other concerns that must accompany our hearing. The bible also makes it clear that truth is essential for faith. 

In other words the soundness of what is heard is just as important as what is heard.

It is not “error” that makes us free but “truth”.

In St. John 8:31-32 Jesus makes mention of both of the above essentials when he said “and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free”.

Knowledge is obtained by hearing.  It is “knowing” the truth, (which includes understanding and believing), that shall make you free.

It is a sad commentary on the state of many in the church, but the truth is that there are some false doctrines that believers have accepted as God’s truth, that God has nothing to do with, doctrine that leads them into false hope and foolish faith. God only honors His word not our false view of truth. It is therefore our duty to strive to make sure that what we except as truth is indeed truth.

UNDERSTANDING

There is still another vital ingredient involved, and that ingredient is “understanding”.

The scriptures teach us the importance of understanding. The truth that is heard must be understood. In St. Matthew 15:10 when Jesus called the multitude, He said to them:

“Hear, and understand”.  In Proverbs 4:7 we are told that “Wisdom is the principle thing; therefore get wisdom: and in all thy getting get understanding”.

Failure to understand correctly what God said or what God means by what He said has resulted in false doctrine and has lead to the spiritual defeat of many. 

Once we have correctly understood the truth, we must then decide if we believe it. (Faith was briefly discussed earlier). After we have decided to believe the truth, we are obligated to obey it.

OBEDIENCE

The believer’s failure to obey God will always contribute to their defeat.

Obedience is essential to our salvation, power and heavenly hope.

Our salvation is determined by our obedience.

Hebrews 5:9 And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him;

We received the promise of the Holy Spirit by obedience.

Acts 5:32 And we are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him.

Those who fail to obey will be judged.

2Thes 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:

1Peter 4:17 For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?

Paul made it clear that obedience must accompany our use of the weapons of our warfare.

2Cor:10:5: Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;

CONSISTENCY

The final necessity is “Consistency”.  

Now here is another area that believers have failed in that has caused a breach in their wall of protection. Many of us have not yet learned the power and necessity of consistency. To obey God’s word on a part time basis is to rob our-selves of God’s promise of victory. At the point that we fail to obey God, we make ourselves vulnerable to the enemy’s attacks.

Maintaining victory over the adversary is not accomplished by some quick fix method.

As stated earlier, maintaining victory requires a number of commitments on the part of the believer. Details on these points are provided in other lessons and articles but I trust that this brief message will help to point you in the right direction and fortify your strive to maintain VICTORY in Jesus Christ. God Bless you.

Your comments and suggestions are welcome.
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