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In Christian homes around this nation the crisis of fading modesty in dress habits is growing. The Woman has come to feel that God is not concerned about what she wears, and she defies her husband who tries to convince her that dressing immodestly is contrary to God’s word.   

A common situation goes something like this:

She has been for year’s now showing sign of a desire to compete with worldly women with her appearance. Her clothes are tight fitting and the style is not in accordance to the biblical standard of holiness.

Whenever her husband mentions that her clothes were to tight she would snap at him and say that he needed to lighten up or she would say “what’s wrong with it” or “I can’t help it if I have big hips”.  So he decides to stop commenting and just watch as she dresses and goes out. Grieved in his heart, knowing what she was doing was intentional and showed a lack of respect for him and God’s standard.

If his pants or his shirt were tight, she would insist that he change into something more appropriate and she would throw the tight fitting clothes out.  She on the other hand, refuses to buy clothes that properly fit her out of the vanity of not wanting to “look fat”. Yet she keeps eating Ice Cream and Cake, exercises very little and then complains that he is not helping her to lose weight.

She sees no reason to buy larger clothes to cover her figure so that her body shape is not accented. And she does not care who does not agree with her.

A woman who honors, loves and fears God would not make excuses to dress in an ungodly manner. They would be compelled by their conviction of holiness to dress as becomes holiness and would give no man any incentive to lust after her.

Immodest dress habits draw the attention of the opposite sex. In fact that is the intention of all women who insist on dressing that way, (though some would deny it).

It is a biblical transgression, (for married women especially); because it invites advances by other men and can lead to infidelity.

Many married women dishonestly claim that they are not doing anything to attract attention, nor do they desire to. But their attire betrays them.  If indeed they were not interested in attracting attention from men then they would dress more appropriately to avoid it. And the excuse that they can’t help the way that God made their body is a poor excuse.  So is the old “You want me to be and Old made or plain Jane?” response.

I have seen and know women who are “well endowed” with large body parts but who’s Christian conviction as to the standard that God has set in his word, will not allow them to make up excuses for not properly dressing and concealing their “shape”. These women dress in a manner that is both attractive and wholesome and that in know way amounts to the “plain Jane” or “Old made” look. But nether is it seductive, enticing, or crying out for male lustful attentions.

Women who wear tight clothes are indeed seeking the attention of men and (for some), not just the platonic kind.

Christian women who do so often deny that it is for attraction, claiming that it is for “comfort” only or that they don’t have any other clothes, while at the same time arguing that God does not look on the outward appearance but on the heart. Some will even dare to site 1 Samuel 16:7 
 as support for their view. (Which by the way gives no support to their view whatsoever).

What is really at the heart of this issue is Christian accountability and God’s standard of holiness.

It is the opinion of many professing Christians that adhering to the biblical standard of holiness is not necessary. They believe, (so they say), that salvation by grace through faith in Jesus Christ imparts the required holiness to every believer at the point of their new birth experience and that never changes no matter what they do afterwards. 

Theologically it’s called “Unconditional eternal security”. 

(It’s no wonder that morality has all but gone on vacation in the local church).

Much can and will be said on that topic in another article, (see our article on Unconditional Eternal Security), but our focus now is on Christian women’s dress and the biblical standard of holiness.

Failure to acknowledge that the Bible has a standard of holiness for the body of Christ has lead to a free for all dress code that places the average Christian woman on a par with un-saved women.  There is no difference, and Christian women have become comfortable in this line of competing.

What began as an “innocent” attempt at expressing their “Christian liberty” in Christ from the “bondage” of dress codes and “legalistic” standards has become an epidemic of carnal freedom of expression that has almost erased the difference between saints and sinners.

What is most unfortunate about this is the fact that those violators of Christian modesty and their supporters are twisting, (and at times even rejecting), the Bible teaching on holiness in order to defend their carnal behavior.

Worldly dress and activities have become so commonplace in the church today that many see holiness as old fashion, out dated and offensive. 

Those of us who still adhere to the biblical standard of holiness are viewed as spiritual dinosaurs and are often ignored.

But we are on the right side of this issue and God will be our vindicator in the end.

Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity. 2 Tim. 2:19

I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness. Rom. 6:19

Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 2Cor.7:1

And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. Eph.4:24

For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness. 1Thes.4:7

Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord: Heb.12:14

In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array;

But (which becometh women professing godliness) with good works.  1 Tim. 2: 9-10

1Tm:6:3: If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness;

4: He is proud, knowing nothing….

1Tm:6:11: But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness.

I invite your comments and suggestions
� Holiness concerns more than just the outer appearance, for more on the study of holiness see our paper titled “Holiness”.  For a detailed study we highly recommend “Practical Holiness” by David K. Bernard
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