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Introduction

Anyone who has had any kind of encounter with those people who refer to themselves as Jehovah’s witnesses, know that they take pride in that title.

Without fail, during their discourse they will make mention of how they have been faithful to God by proclaiming His true name "Jehovah" to the world when no other professing Christian group does, and how faithful they have been in proclaiming His kingdom and upholding the “Truth
”, which they alone have been given by Jehovah to share with the world through His faithful and discreet slaves or servants, “The Governing Body.”

The following documentation is a compilation of undeniable proof that these "witnesses
" are not ''Jehovah’s" 
witnesses, but rather, they have always been nothing more than witnesses of their founder
 and the presidents
 that succeeded him.

They have made some astonishing statements in reference to Jehovah’s purpose for them as his witness here on earth. And they have made some peculiar doctrinal and prophetic statements as evidence of their divine guidance by Jehovah.

Herein, we will examine some of those statements and predictions in order to determine their validity and establish the truth source of their inspiration.

This is not an exhaustive study on the Watchtower
 cult; therefore it will contain limited information. However, I trust that the information here in, will be sufficient to assist you in your endeavor to lead these people to a saving faith in Jesus Christ.

If I have left out any information that you feel should have been included, please let me know, as such information can be included in the next update. More importantly, if anyone reading this material feels that I have misrepresented the Christian position or the Watch Tower, I invite you to write me and point this error out to me, as I am not infallible and by no means feel that I am beyond correction. I have striven however to be as clear and as accurate as I possibly can. Nevertheless if I have failed, your help would be greatly appreciated.

Special Notice

Before embarking on the examination of the watchtower society I would like to make it clear that it is not my intention to belittle, "persecute" or slander any individual or group by this information. I say this because some witnesses are under the impression that scrutiny from an outside source is a form of religious persecution. To diminish that faulty notion, I suggest that they consult their own article – WT. Nov. 15, 1963 “Execution of Divine Judgment Upon False Religions” pg. 688. 

   A Word about Hostile Accusations

I am aware that to accuse an individual or organization of being a cult or false prophet is a most serious accusation, one that should not be made and indeed cannot be justifiably leveled against anyone without clear evidence that substantiates it.  Such evidence must be presented in the form of authentic documentation and or physical human testimony. The accused must in all fairness be given the right to respond to that evidence in defense of themselves. As to the evidence, the material used in this expose' are mainly taken form the Watch Tower Organization’s, (hereafter referred to as W.T.O.’s )
 own publications and quoted verbatim, (Unless otherwise stated).

As to the W.T.'s 
defense, countless attempts have been made by various Christian ministries to get the watchtower to publicly defend themselves officially in a public forum yet without success.

Most certified letters sent to them, documenting their false doctrine and requesting a response have gone unanswered. The few that are answered almost totally evades the questions or simply repeat old arguments that have already been invalidated.

 I therefore submit to the reader my claim to fairness and trust that unfounded sympathy for the defendant (W.T.O.) will not prevent you from seeing them as they really are. 

The Issue of the Founders Character

As I stated in the preface of this work, it is not my intention to belittle, slander or "persecute" anyone by the information that I am presenting.

The fact that the founder of the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society was a man of seriously questionable character is a matter of public knowledge. It is unfortunate, however that the average witness knows little if anything of the true character of their founding father and the history of their organization.

The following information is taken from an old Brooklyn newspaper, (that is no longer published now but is available on microfilm), and from the transcript of the Russell vs. Ross trial of 1913.

In the early 1900's, a Brooklyn paper called the “Brooklyn Daily Eagle” was highly effective in exposing the poor character of Pastor Russell to the public.

It was instrumental in exposing the “Miracle Wheat” fraud of Russell's in which he claimed that his wheat (among other things), which he sold for $1.00 a pound, would grow five times as much as any other brand of wheat. The testimony of government agents who tested the wheat and denied Russell’s claims cost Russell the case and exposed him as a liar.

Another issue that was addressed at the trial concerning Russell's financial control over the Watch Tower in which Russell was accused of using his organization simply to make himself rich. By losing the case, Russell was also exposed for being an ecclesiastical religious hustler. Pastor Russell was a proud man and did not handle ridicule and accusations well. On several occasions he brought suit against his accusers only to suffer an exposing defeat in court that verified his questionable character. 

An example is the famous Russell vs. Ross case. In which Russell took Minister J.J Ross, of the James Street Baptist Church, to court to obtain damages for a campaign launched by Ross against his character. Ross published and distributed a booklet that attacked Russell on account of his religious beliefs and his private life (Eagle Jan. 11, 1913). According to Martin & Klan
, the booklet entitled, “Some Facts About The Self Styled Pastor, Charles T. Russell,” denounced Russell's qualifications as a minister and his moral example as a pastor.

Referring to Russell's whole teaching system as "anti-rational, anti-scientific, anti-biblical, anti-Christian and a deplorable perversion of the gospel."  Additionally the accusation accused him of being a fake- scholar and philosopher. "Who never attended the higher schools of learning, knows comparatively nothing of philosophy, systematic or historical theology; and is totally ignorant of the dead languages (Hebrew, Greek, etc.)

Ross - also argued that Russell was not a pastor since he was never ordained by any recognized organization. To all of these accusations, Russell under oath, denied. But when challenged by Ross' lawyer in court to prove Ross wrong, Russell could not, but instead he perjured himself on several occasions during the trial.

(1) He denied Ross' accusation that he was not academically qualified as a teacher. Yet Russell contradicted himself by later admitting that he had only attended school for seven years and left school when he was fourteen years of age.

(2) During the trial he was asked if he knew the Greek alphabet and he said, yes. But when put to the test of identifying them he said that he did not know the Greek language.

(3) Russell was asked, "Is it true that you were never ordained?” And he answered, "It is not true". However after being instructed by the magistrate presiding, at the request of the defense attorney to answer the question directly. Russell was again asked, “You were never ordained by a bishop, clergyman, presbytery, council or any body of men living?” And after a long pause, Russell answered, "I never was."  

While much more evidence could be presented to confirm the unreliable character of Mr. Russell. I think that the above is sufficient. This information alone merits the suspicions of the integrity of the organization that he founded. However, in order to avoid being accused of unfairly condemning the W.T.O. for the sins of its founder, the following expose is presented.

A Brief History of Their Origin

The Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society owe its existence to a man named Charles Taze Russell. The son of Joseph and Anna Feliza Russell, Charles was born on Feb. 16, 1852 in Allegheny Pennsylvania. He was raised as a Congregationalist but later became a bitter enemy of Christianity.

Most reliable sources seem to be in agreement as to the cause of Russell's change of faith, which seemed to center around the concept of hell and eternal punishment. Russell was frightened of the concept of hell and eternal punishment and no doubt sought diligently in his mind to disannul its validity.

The late Dr. Walter Martin stated:

“At a early age, he (Russell) rejected the doctrine of eternal punishment, due apparently to the sever indoctrination he had received as a Congregationalist and as a result of this act entered upon a long and varied career of denunciation aimed at organized religion.”

The Passantino's state: 

"He left Orthodoxy---because of his aversion to the doctrine of eternal punishment". 

  According to William J. Schell, former witness of 19 years:   

 “Russell became an agnostic in 1872. Discovering the writings of Mrs. Ellen G. White, he became fascinated by her writings and eventually adopted both her method of bible interpretation and her view that hell is the grave.” 

Fritz Ridenour says,

 “It was during a long discussion with someone that Russell met when he was seventeen, who denied the existence of hell, that Russell became convinced that there was no literal hell.” 

Ridenour further states,

 “----Another turning point came at the age of eighteen. He wondered into a church where the Second Coming of Christ was being discussed. He got interested in just when Christ was to come again. To solve the problem, he began to study the Bible. Very soon he published his findings in a pamphlet entitled, “The Object and Manner of the Lords Return.” (Ibid)

That was the beginning of a trend of date setting schemes by Russell and his successors.

While still in his late teens, Russell started his own bible study class and was eventually elected as the groups Pastor. 

Being a pastor over souls who were hungry for spiritual enlightenment, and no doubt recognizing his own limitations as a teacher, Russell sought information and material that would meet the needs of his flock, without fully promoting the Historic Christian Faith. He took a position as the assistant editor of a Rochester based magazine, called “The Herald of the Morning,” under N.H. Barbour.

 However, before long it became necessary for them too severe their relationship, when Russell insisted on publishing his faulty view of the atonement of Christ and was denied. Without a channel through which he could promote his new doctrine, Russell knew that his work would be hindered.

It wasn't long before Russell started his own magazine, calling it, “Zion's Watch Tower.” In 1884 Russell incorporated his organization. He published the first in a series of seven books Called, “Studies in the Scriptures,” which contained a great deal of his strange doctrinal. The seventh volume entitled, “The Finished Mystery”, was published after his death. However, it contained doctrine that eventually was the cause of his organization splitting up, leaving Russell's faithful followers as the minority, while the majority followed a man by the name of J.F. Rutherford. Rutherford earlier served as the W.T.'s legal counsel before he was elected as Russell's successor. When the split occurred, the smaller group that chose to remain faithful to Russell's teaching changed their name to "The Dawn Bible Students Associations" and continued publishing their magazine under the new name of "The Dawn Magazine". They also sponsored a popular radio broadcast called, "Frank & Ernest "(which by the way, was neither Frank nor Ernest). Rutherford, on the other hand re-named his group, "Jehovah's Witness" in 1931
 
Statistics


By December 1980, the W.T.B. &T Society was operating in 205 countries, had more than 543,457 witnesses working the U.S. alone and had a worldwide membership in excess of 2,275,000. Their convention had 3,526,000 in attendance. They sponsored 1,371,584 home bible studies, spent 339,427,608 hours witnessing and made 142,104,285 back-calls on homes they were attempting to convert.  They owned their own printing plant, which has produced more than eight billion pieces of literature since it's opening in 1928, and a Bible School that sent out about 137,861 missionaries, since it’s beginning, in 1943.
 

Considering the fact that the above statistics are over 20 years old, the formidable threat that this cult poses to the church is considerably great, and demands that we as Christians be prepared and active in our responsibility to win them to Jesus Christ.

Acknowledging those whose work I benefited from

The phenomenal growth of this group cannot be denied or ignored. Through their literary evangelism, and person-to-person witnessing, they have become one of the fastest growing cults in the country. It has only been due to the dedicated commitment of anti-cult Christian groups such as James White’s Alpha & Omega, Randal Water’s Free Mind, John Ankerberg ‘s ATRI, The late Dr. Walter Martin and CRI, The late Bill Cetenar and other Christian organization that have made evangelism a priority such as the Pentecostal Assemblies of the World and the United Pentecostal Church International,
 that their phenomenal growth has been caused to dissipated for years. Through the efforts of these and other ministers and their ministries, thousands of Watchtower witnesses have left the Watchtower and have embraced some form of Christianity. I have personally heard several testimonies of such converts and must commend those ministries that have done so much to bring Watchtower Witness to Jesus.

Examining the Claims of the Watchtower Organization

(The following is a presentation of some of their incriminating claims)
“They Alone Are Jehovah's Prophet Today”

(NVT 4- 10-72 pg. 197)

“Jehovah God is interested in having people know him. Though He is invisible to human eyes, He provides various ways by which they can know His personality. One can come to understand that Jehovah is a God of surpassing wisdom, by observing creation. A second way to know God is through His word of truth, the Bible. A third way of coming to know Jehovah God is through His representatives. In ancient times He sent prophets as His special messengers. While these men foretold things to come, they also served the people by telling them of God's will for them at that time. Often also warning them of dangers and calamities.  People today can view the creative works. They have at hand the Bible, but it is little read or understood. So, does Jehovah have a PROPHET to help them, to warn them of dangers and to declare things to come?

These questions can be answered in the affirmative. Who is this prophet?  This prophet was not one man, but was a body of men and women. It was the small group of footstep followers of Jesus Christ, known at that time as International Bible Students. Today they are known as Jehovah's Christian Witness--- of course, it is easy to say that this group acts as prophets of God. It is another thing to prove it. The only way that this can be done is to review the record. What does it show?” 

This is precisely one of the questions that this article will examine; but first, let’s further establish their claim.

             Examining the Claims of the Watchtower
They Claim to be Jehovah's Prophet Today

After briefly explaining Ezekiel's role as a prophet and the problem of rejection that he experienced from the people of Israel, they then contrasted Ezekiel’s experience of rejection with their own experience as God's modern day prophet. In their April 1, 1970 WT They State:
“Likewise it was a trying mission upon which the Modern Ezekiel class was sent to religious people of the same type as those in Ezekiel’s day.” 

They then state further, that in spite of Christiandom’s negative views of their prophetic office, the time would soon come (referring to their 1975 prediction of the end), when Christians will realize that a prophet of Jehovah (the WT witness), was among them. 
“But regardless of how Christiandom views or regards this group of anointed witnesses of Jehovah, the time must come and that shortly, when those making up Christiandom will know that really, a “prophet” of Jehovah was among them”. (I bid)

On page 292 of the same issue, they further emphasize their prophetic office, and cleverly included a warning of sure judgment upon all that fail to promptly respond to their message, choosing instead to wait for the fulfillment of their prediction.


“None of us should want to be like these indecisive, unresponsive ones”!
Better it is to know now, rather than too late, that there is an authentic prophetic class of Christians among us, and to accept and act upon the Bible message, “not as the word of men, but, just as it truthfully is, as the Word of God.”  ---Concerning the message faithfully delivered by the Ezekiel's class.

Jehovah positively states that “it must come true”. He asseverates (declares emphatically) that those who wait undecided until it does “come true” will also have to know that a prophet himself had proved to be in the midst of them. “Such belated knowledge, however, will not mean salvation for them. For it will find their hearts and their ways to be unchanged”. (I bid)

Did you notice their clever way of forcing their readers to except their authenticity without proof? Continuing in that vein they state:

“What is to be gained by hesitating and doubting to the end that Jehovah can raise up and has raised up a genuine “prophet” within our generation?” Certainly it will gain for no one the Divine favor and protection needed during the speedily approaching “Great Tribulation” upon Christiandom and the rest of Babylon the Great. If our course is to be that of wisdom and of faith, then with Bible in hand, we will heed the warning of Jehovah’s true watchman. And will take refuge where Jehovah indicates in His word.” (I bid)

I will be addressing their subtle and sometimes even blatant literary tactics of manipulation later. However, we must first establish their actual claims.

Their Claim of Exclusivity
They claim to be the sole messengers of truth, the only group on earth that God is using to spread His Word, and the only ones who understands it. 

“Consider too, the fact that Jehovah’s organization alone, in all the earth is directed by God’s Holy Spirit or active force. Only this organization functions for Jehovah’s purpose and to His praise. To it alone, God’s Sacred Word, the Bible, is not a sealed book.” 

(WT July1, 1973 pg. 402) 

“How very much true Christians appreciate associating with the only organization on earth that understands the “deep things of God.” 

“Furthermore, this organization alone is supplied with “gifts in men”, such as evangelizers, shepherds and teachers, who serve God’s purpose in connection with the spiritual development and welfare of his people”. (WT July1, 1973 pg. 402) 

In their Oct. 1, 1967 WT pg. 590, in the section entitled “Identifying the Theocratic Organization”
 they made the claim that they occupy the possession of the sole visible channel through which alone spiritual instruction was to come just as the apostles were. 

“After cleansing those belonging to this house who were alive on earth, Jehovah poured out His spirit upon them and assigned them the responsibility of serving as His SOLE CHANNEL, through whom alone spiritual instruction was to come. Those who recognize Jehovah’s visible theocratic organization, therefore, must recognize and accept this appointment of the “ faithful and discreet slave” and be submissive to it. Today, those thus charged with this grand privilege and responsibility are called Jehovah’s Witness, and have been since 1931”  

On page 591 of the same issue under the heading “Following the Faithful Shepherds With Life in View” they clearly state, the essential necessity of accepting them as God’s channel in order to live.

“Make haste to identify the visible theocratic organization of God that represents His king Jesus Christ. IT IS ESSENTIAL FOR LIFE. Doing so, be complete in accepting its every aspect. We cannot claim to love God, yet deny His word and channel of communication.”

In an effort to keep their constituency in a state of total reliance upon and subjection to their organization, they cleverly came up with the doctrine of “private interpretation”. Though Peter clearly denies such exclusiveness was possessed by anyone (2 Pet. 1:21). Notice this claim:

“Thus the Bible is a organizational book and belongs to the Christian Congregation as an organization. Not to individuals. REGARDLESS OF HOW SINCERELY THEY BELIEVE THAT THEY CAN INTERPRET THE BIBLE. FOR THIS REASON THE BIBLE CANNOT BE PROPERLY UNDERSTOOD, WITHOUT JEHOVAH’S VISIBLE ORGANIZATION IN MIND”. (I bid) 

(Emphasis mine)

This does not agree with 1Cor 2:12 and 2Tim 3:15.

In their Feb 15, 1981 WT pg.19 under the caption, “Our View of the Slave,” they continue to press the Issue emphasizing Jehovah’s displeasure with anyone who is skeptical of the soundness of their teaching.

“If we have once established what instrument God is using as His “slave” to dispense spiritual food to His people, SURELY, JEHOVAH IS NOT PLEASED IF WE RECEIVE that food as though it might contain something harmful. We should have confidence in the channel God is using. At the Brooklyn headquarters from which the Bible publications of Jehovah’s Witness emanate, there are MORE MATURE CHRISTIAN ELDERS, both of the “remnant and of the “other sheep” than anywhere else upon earth…

No question about it, we all need help to understand the Bible. AND WE CANNOT FIND THE SCRIPTURAL GUIDANCE WE NEED OUTSIDE THE FAITHFUL AND DISCREET SLAVE ORGANIZATION”. (Emphasis mine)

This attitude of exclusivity is by no means new to the W.T.B&T.S. In fact their founder, the late Charles Taze Russell, has bred it in them, as he did most of their doctrine. Case and point, notice the bodacious claim he unashamedly made in the Sept. 15,1910 issue of his WTpg.298

“Furthermore, not only do we find that people cannot see the divine plan in studying the Bible by itself. But we see also that if anyone lays the SCRIPTURES STUDIES aside, even after he has become familiar with them for ten years – if he then lays them aside and ignores them and goes to the Bible alone, though he has understood his Bible for ten years, our experience shows that within two years he goes into darkness. On the other hand, if he had merely read the scripture studies with their reference, and had not read a page of the Bible, as such, he would be in the light at the end of the two years, because he would have the light of the scripture. 
Having established their claims of interpretive and prophetic exclusiveness and doctrinal soundness by their own literature, it is only fitting that we now test the validity of their claims by examining their record. And least they should protest such an examination as being unnecessary and even persecuting; again I submit their own statements to the contrary. 

The WT Agrees With Exposing Falsehood

In their Nov. 15,1963 WT on page 688 they stated:

“It is not a form of religious persecution for anyone to say and to show that another religion is false. It is not religious persecution for an informed person to expose publicly a certain religion as being false, thus allowing persons to see the difference between false religion and true religion”.--- “It is a public service instead of a religious persecution and it has to do with the eternal life and happiness of the public”.

Not only do they agree with exposing false religion but also they forcefully encourage their own followers to examine their own organizations’ teaching as well as others. For example: In there “Truth That Leads to Eternal Life” publication (1968) on page 13, under the heading “Why it is Wise to Examine Your Religion”, they stated:

“Since we do not want our worship to be in vain. It is important for each one of us
to examine his religion. We need to examine not only what we personally believe, but also what is taught by any religious organization with which we may be associated. Are its teachings in full harmony with God’s Word, or are they based on the traditions of men? If we are lovers of the truth, there is nothing to fear from such an examination. It should be the sincere desire of every one of us to learn what God’s will is for us, and to do it”.

In their book, “Is This Life All There Is?” On page 46, they said:

“It is obvious that the true God, who is Himself “The God of Truth” and who hates lies, will not look with favor on persons who cling to organizations that teach falsehood…and really, would you want to be even associated with a religion that had not been honest with you?”

Therefore, based upon they’re own statements, the examination that I am about to present of their teaching is completely permissible and should not be viewed by Watchtower witnesses as persecution.
(A Word about Their Sound Statements)

At this point, I think that I should address a question that may have already formed in your mind about the statements I have just quoted above from their literature. You may be wondering  "What could possibly be wrong with the teachings of an organization, that would make such sincere and sound statements as these that would obviously be incriminating to anyone that were teaching false doctrine."
You may feel the temptation to prematurely conclude that anyone who would make such statements could not possibly be guilty of misleading anyone. Well, that is precisely what they want you to think. That is why such statements as these are made by them, to remove any doubt of their integrity or sincerity. This is one of the things that make them so dangerously effective in persuading people that they are teaching the truth. However, (as will be seen by this examination), just because someone makes a true statement here and there, form time to time, and forms expression that seem to merit the trust of others; that does not necessarily confirm their integrity. Truth and claims of sincerity and integrity have always been used by Satan and the unrighteous to lure unsuspecting souls into a state of trust that has resulted in spiritual and natural bondage and often even death.

One of several things I hope will be noticed about W.T. writers through this examination is their keen talent of manipulation through their publication. The reader should pay particular attention to their writing technique.

(CONFIRMING THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT A FALSE PROPHET IS)

We have already established their claim to occupy the office of a prophet, however, before putting their claim to the biblical test. I think it is important to affirm their understanding of what constitutes a false prophet, and how to confirm of disprove such an accusation.

In their book “Aid to Bible Understanding” on pg 1348, The WT clearly stated their understanding of what constitutes a true prophet of God. Under the heading “Distinguishing the True From The False” they wrote:

“Three essentials for establishing the credentials of the true prophet as given through Moses, were: The true prophet would speak in Jehovah's name: THE THINGS FORETOLD WOULD COME TO PASS.” 

Deut. 18: 20-22 

There March 1, 1965 W.T. pg. 151, in an article titled, “Basis for Reliance on Prophecy” they stated:

“How can this assured reliance on prophecy be gained?” “The best method of proof is to PUT A PROPHECY TO THE TEST OF TIME AND CIRCUMSTANCE. The Bible invites such a test. (Isaiah 45:11)” 

But, didn't we read earlier that waiting for such proof would cost our salvation? Hmmm! 

They went on to say:  

“The Bible itself establishes the rules for testing a prophecy in Deut. 18:20-22, IT MUST COME TO PASS.” 

(Emphasis mine) (I bid)
In 1972 their article, “Paradise Restored to Mankind,” by Theocracy pg. 353,354. Under the heading “Religious Hypocrisy Exposed” they make this amazing acknowledgement: 

“----Jehovah, the God of the true prophets will put all false prophets to shame either by not fulfilling the false predictions of such self assuming prophets or by having his own prophecies fulfilled in a way opposite to that predicted by the false prophets.”

Indeed, the WT knows what a false prophet is. Not only do they clearly understand what constitutes a false prophet, they even understand the basic reaction of a false prophet when exposed as such.
 “False prophets will try to hide their reason for feeling shame by denying who they really are.” 

(I bid) 

In other words, false prophets generally will not admit that they are false prophets even when exposed as such. This is important to keep in mind as we examine the W.T.’s reaction to being exposed as a false prophet.

HOW DO THEY RECEIVE THEIR INFORMATION

Another important observation that is pertinent to the issue of their prophetic claim is the method by which they claim to receive their information. In their April 1, 1992-publication pg.22, they make this amazing statement:

“To Ezekiel, in his vision, and symbolically to the modern day “prophet” the spirit-begotten, anointed ones who are the nucleus of Jehovah's Witness today, God gave something to eat-”

(Referring to Ezekiel 2:8-10, which they quote).
 Then two paragraphs down in the article, they write:

“The scroll, was doubtless delivered to Ezekiel by the hand of one of the cherubs in the vision.” This would indicate that Jehovah's Witness today make their declaration of the good news of the kingdom under Angelic direction and support. (Rev 14: 6, 7; Matt. 25:31,32).

“And since no word or work of Jehovah can fail for He is God Almighty.  The nations will see the fulfillment of what these Witness say as dictated from heaven”.

These are indeed amazing claims, and no doubt many Watchtower witness would probably be surprised that their leaders made such claims. And worst they will even deny that such claims were ever made. In fact, according to former Witness the late Bill Cetenar, who lived at Watch Tower headquarters, many of the books that originally contained incriminating statements were collected by the W.T. from their congregations under the guise of improving their library at their headquarters, but were burned in their basement furnace. Then updated versions were published with changes to cover up the false statements.

The sum of what I have thus far presented is a series of amazing claims made by this organization, to what amounts to nothing short of elitism apart from professing Christians. A monopoly, on bible interpretation, the unique possession as God's sole voice to mankind, and the office of God's modern day prophet, receiving instructions through Angelic direction, are all clearly claimed by the Watch Tower organization. Having established their claims, my next step is to put the validity of their claims to the test.

TESTING THE VALIDITY OF THEIR CLAIMS

The only way to validate the claims of the WT organization and confirm their integrity is to examine their teaching history and compare them with the Word of God. 

Interestingly enough, the WT. agrees with this premise,

“Of course, it is easy to say that this group acts as a “prophet” of God, it is another thing to prove it. The only way that this can be done is to review the record. What does it show?”  (WT. April 1, 1972 pg. 172)

TESTING THE VALIDITY OF THEIR CLAIMS

Prophetic Accuracy or Trickery

Making such boastful claims is easy, but proving them by fulfilled prophecy is quite another matter. And no one can deny that the Watchtower has attempted to prove their prophetic calling by prophesying the end of the world several times. For instance, in 1889 in their publication “The Time is at hand” they said:

“The battle of the great day of God Almighty (Rev. 16:14), which will end in A.D. 1914 with the complete overthrow of earth's present ruler-ship is already commenced.” (pg.101 1908 edition)

It did not happen. 
In 1914 “Pastor Russell’s Sermons, pg. 676 they said:

“--- The present Great War in Europe is the beginning of Armageddon of the scriptures.” It was not Armageddon!

Then in 1918, in their book entitled, “Millions Now Living Will Never Die”, on page 89 they stated,

“Therefore we may confidently expect that 1925 will mark the return of 

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and the faithful prophets of old, particularly those named by the Apostle in Hebrews 11, to the condition of human perfection.”
They didn’t return.

On Sept. 1, 1922 they expressed even greater convictions about the 1925 date stating,

“The date 1925 is even more distinctly indicated by the scriptures then 1914.”

Even as late as 1923, they were still strongly pushing the 1925-year. 

In their April 1, 1923 WT on pg. 106 they said:

“Our thought is that 1925 is definitely settled by scriptures. As to Noah, the Christian now has much more upon which to base his faith than Noah had upon which to base his faith in a coming deluge.”

Nevertheless, they never returned. During those years the Watchtower experienced a massive growth in membership.  However, by the year 1925 that prediction had served it's purpose (i.e. to scare people into the W.T. before the end came), and it had outlived its usefulness. In fact the obvious repercussions of an unfulfilled prophecy now hanged heavy over them and it became their major concern. They were now faced with the task of defusing that prophetic time bomb before it exploded. How did they do it? See for yourself.  Jan. 1, 1925 WT page 106,

“The year 1925 is here, with great expectation Christians have looked forward to this year. 

MANY (notice not “we”), confidently expected that all members of the body of Christ will be changed to heavenly glory during this year. This MAY BE ACCOMPLISHED. IT MAY NOT BE. In His own due time God will accomplish His purpose concerning His people. Christians should not be so deeply concerned about what may transpire this year.” (Emphasis mine)

Did you notice the change? Do you smell a rat? Well, if you think that's bad wait till you hear what they said eight months later. 

In there Sept. 1925 issue of the WT on pg. 262 the said:

“It is to be expected that Satan will try to inject into the minds of the consecrated, the thought that 1925 should see an end to the work.”

Can you believe the arrogance and sheer deception? I could hardly believe them myself. Apparently, many of their followers didn't take that statement to well either. In 1926 the blame for that false prophecy was cunningly placed on the misconception of the WT followers themselves. Notice: WT 1926 pg. 232,

“Some (not “we”), anticipated that the work would end in 1925, BUT THE LORD DID NOT SAY SO. (It took them eight years to realize that?), the difficulty was that the friends (their indirect way of saying our followers) inflated their imaginations beyond reason and that when their imagination burst asunder, they were inclined to throw away everything." (Emphasis mine)

Notice, now it seems that those poor trusting WT followers were the guilty parties... they inflated their own imaginations.

 Talk about heartless deception. 

In 1931 they seem to indicate that they learned their lesson from past failed prophecies. In their publication “Vindication” on pg. 338 they said:

“There was a measure of disappointment on the part of Jehovah's faithful ones on earth concerning the years 1914, 1918 and 1925. Which disappointment lasted for a time---and they also learned to Quit Fixing Dates” 
But did they really learn from their errors? Not hardly!  But before continuing with that evidence, I trust that you noticed the almost indiscreet manner in which they shifted the blame on their followers. This should give you some idea of the kind of people that are running things at WT Headquarters and the hopeless situation that their trusting followers find themselves in as they struggle to stay in line with their leader’s game.

Now, getting back to the claim in their “Vindication” publication-- that they learned to “stop fixing dates.” please notice with me what they later wrote in their Sept. 15, 1941 WT on page 288,

“Receiving the gift, the marching children clasped it to them, not a toy or plaything for idle pleasure, but the Lord's providing instrument for most effective work in the REMAINING MONTHS BEFORE ARMAGEDDON.” (Emphasis mine)

That was a clear prediction that Armageddon would occur within "months."  Obviously, they did not learn to stop fixing dates as they claimed. But then why should they? Date setting had always proved to be a most effective way to scare non-witnesses into becoming members of the organization. And when the date came near and passed without fulfillment, they could always do what they've done in the past.  Either come up with a seemingly plausible explanation that insists that their prophecy was fulfilled but in a manner not readily perceivable to the unlearned without their help, or they could simply blame their followers for misinterpreting what they said. Then again if all else failed they could claim that someone else made the false statement and accuse them, (whoever "them" were), of being false prophets. As they did in their October 8, 1968 article titled, "A Time to Lift Up Your Head in Confident Hope" (AWAKE)                                           

Notice how shamelessly the make the accusation:

“True there have been those in times past who predicted an end to the world; even announcing a specific date. Some have gathered groups of people with them and fled to the hills, withdrawn into their houses waiting for the end. Yet, nothing happened. The end did not come. They were GUILTY OF FALSE PROPHESYING, WHY?  What was missing?  Missing was the full measure of evidence required in fulfillment of Bible prophecy. Missing from such people were God's truths and the evidence that He was guiding and using them.” (Emphasis mine) 

This kind of monotonous cycle of prediction, failure, explanation /accusation, was a continuous part of their history. And it is clearly one of the most incriminating evidence for a justifiable indictment upon them as false prophets. The above information on the subject is by no means exhaustive, but it will surface to establish their poor attempts at prophecy and their heartless attempts at covering up their false predictions.

The questionable character of their founder and the evidence of their status as a false prophet alone should be sufficient to indict the WT as an unreliable representative of God in the eye of any sincere believer.  

This is an excerpt of my up coming Book (Not Jehovah’s Witness).

Your comments, corrections and suggestions are welcome.

Please, be honorable; leave your full name and your email address so that I can contact you.
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