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Series Three

Lesson No. Three

“THE SIN NATURE OF MAN”

Now that we have briefly covered the creation and fall of angels and man, we can focus our attention on an area of study that is of extreme importance to both saints and sinners alike, THE SIN NATURE OF MAN and its effect on man’s thoughts and actions.

Genesis 3:6

And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.

Although no details are given here as to the affects of their act of disobedience in eating the forbidden fruit, there is sufficient information contained in the text of this chapter to help us understand that the effect was real and swift.

Genesis 3:7-8

And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons.

And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden.

Eating of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in disobedience to God’s direct command, effected Adam and Eve in four ways; Spiritually, Physically, Psychologically and Emotionally.

SPIRITUALLY

It can safely be said that they both suffered spiritual death in that their fellowship with God was marred. Whatever special relationship they had with God before their act of rebellion, it was now damaged. 

PHYSICALLY

They began to age from this point on. Although it was clearly accelerated after the flood, the aging process began here.

It has been suggested by some that a light of God’s glory covered them before the fall and it left them at the point of their disobedience. I do not believe that that view has any biblical merit based on the dialog between God and Adam. (This is explored in detail in my study “ What happened in Eden”). Pain, Disease, Sickness and Death all became a permanent part of the human experience.

PSYCHOLOGICALLY

They obtained knowledge that they had not possessed just as the Serpent said they would.

Only the result was not as they had expected. Rather than obtaining Godhood they became deprived sinners with a conscience and nature of sin. ‘The eyes of them both were opened” most likely refers to an intellectual awareness that they received. Now they were infected by and addicted to sin.  Their thinking was now more susceptible to ungodly thoughts and views.

EMOTIONALLY

They both experienced the feeling of shame and fear for the first time. They no longer possessed perfect stability, now their emotions gained an authoritative role in their actions. The floodgates of sinful emotions were opened. Jealousy, Hate, Lust, Envy, Pride, Selfishness, Self-centeredness and every other sinful emotion would eventually fill the hearts of humankind.

Genesis 3:13-14,16-19

13: And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done?  And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.

14: And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life:

16: Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.

17: And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life;

18: Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field;

19: In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.

God’s response to their act of disobedience was pronounced by judgments on all three.

However, it should be noticed that the judgments that God placed upon them were all physical. Sin is not a judgment of God but rather the cause and effect of transgressing against the law of God. God had nothing to do with their spiritual degeneration; it was the result of breaking God’s divine law.

Genesis 4:1-8

1: And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and said, I have gotten a man from the LORD. 

2: And she again bare his brother Abel.  And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground.

3: And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the LORD. 

4: And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof.  And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering: 

5: But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect.  And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell.

6: And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth?  and why is thy countenance fallen?

7: If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted?  and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door.  And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.

8: And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him.

In this chapter we can see the hereditary nature of sin. The fact that Cain was driven by pride and jealousy which lead him to kill his brother shows us that what Adam and Eve had become was passed on to their children.

The scriptures are full of statements that testify to the universality of sin in humanity.

Romans 5:15b- for if through the offence of one many be dead,

                 16b-for the judgment was by one to condemnation

                 17a- for if by one man's offence death reigned by one;

                 18a-Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to    

                         condemnation;

                 19a- for as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners,

3:9b-18,23  for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin;

10: As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:

11: There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.

12: They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.

13: Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips:

14: Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness:

15: Their feet are swift to shed blood:

16: Destruction and misery are in their ways:

17: And the way of peace have they not known:

18: There is no fear of God before their eyes.

23: For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

1 Corin. 15:21- for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

                   22- for as in Adam all die,…

THE EFFECT OF SIN

Thus far we have learned that man’s spiritual death is what brought about the effects that he now suffers in his Soul and Body; that his mental, emotional and physical flaws are due to Adam having died spiritually, and all humanity has inherited his sin nature.

In Ephesians 2:1 Paul states that we were “dead in trespass and sin”.

In chapter 4:17-19 he contrast us the redeemed with other Gentiles who are still in their sins and describes them as those who…. “Walk in the VANITY OF THEIR MINDS”.

Meaning that their way of thinking did not benefit them in any godly manner. That the values, opinions and principles by which they live were acceptable in there own eyes yet from God’s perspective they only led them to eternal damnation. (Rom. 6:21,23).

He goes on to describe them as those whose “UNDERSTHDING was DARKENED.” Meaning that they could not understand divine truth and of course therefore could not see the necessity of submitting to the will of God.

They are ‘ALIENATED from the LIFE OF GOD.” or Separated from the kind of life that God lives and wants to share with humanity.

(God’s life,Gr. Zoë is a life of perfection and total freedom from satanic bondage, oppression and manipulation).

“Through the IGNORANCE that is in them.” Ignorance of God and his will is one of

the means through which their alienation persisted. (Rom. 10:14, Hosea 4:6). 

He also attributes their condition to the “Blindness of their hearts..”, their inability to perceive divine truth.

The Apostle Paul alludes to this human inability in 1 Corinthians 2:14 where he states:

“But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned”.

There are also several Old Testament examples that reveal to us the necessity of God’s intervention to resolve such a state. (1Kings 6:15-17, Gen. 22:19).

This is in a since what Jesus was referring to in John 6:44 when he said “No man can come unto me except the Father which is in heaven draw him”. God has to remove the blinders from our minds.

As a result of our being spiritually separated from God, our souls were left without the divine nature and influence of God, and was therefore left to guide itself.

However man without Gods aide, cannot guide himself in the path of righteousness.

O LORD, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps. (Jer.23:10).

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; (Isa.53:6).

Therefore as the only other alternative man fell to the dominion of Satan.

In Ephesians 2:2-3 Paul says of us that we “Walked according to the course of this world according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now works in the children of disobedience.”

Our spiritual depravity, which included mental blindness is what made us vulnerable to Satan and demons. 

As sinners we “Yielded our members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin. (Rom.6:13). We were”servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity”.(Rom.6:19). We were”enemies in our MINDS by wicked works”.(Col. 1:21).  We lived “in the lust of the FLESH and MIND and were thus by nature the children of wrath”.(Eph. 2:3).

THE TERM BONDAGE

Satan’s influence over the unsaved is clearly apparent from the preceding scriptures, however this influence which he has over them is not a casual one but it is described by another term that expresses more fully it’s serious implications, that word is BONDAGE

(Heb. 2:14-15). This condition is described by the Apostle Paul “And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will”.  And by the Prophet Isaiah. 14:16-17 “ They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, and consider thee, saying, Is this the man that made the earth to tremble, that did shake kingdoms;

That made the world as a wilderness, and destroyed the cities thereof; that opened not the house of his prisoners? 

Hebrews 2:15 describes the unsaved as those who were “subject to bondage”.

THE EFFECT ON THE MIND

Satan’s primary influence over Man is maintained through the human mind. Our first parent had to be verbally attacked in order to be influenced, but it seems that now Satan can speak directly to the mind of man. (1 Chron. 21:1, Acts 5:3).

And since man was created with the ability to learn and to retain what he learned, all that we takes in from our birth up until the time of our death takes part in shaping our personality and character.

The negative effect of sin on our mind stems from the fact that we start out with a deprived sinful nature and then as we ages we are exposed to a sin infested world who’s inhabitance for the most part are void of divine truth and sound wisdom, therefore much of what they teach us is against rather than according to truth.

That which we do take in and retain does not help us to obtain perfection but rather serves in helping to pervert us from the ways of ours creator.

Lack of consistent teaching of sound truth along with good examples that are seen, results in our inability to properly perceived, evaluate, respond to and apply our experiences in life; therefore our experiences produces negative effects within us and are sealed within our character.

It is Satan who originated and who now instigates the continual perversion of the human soul.

THE EFFECT ON THE EMOTIONS

The mind is the central origin of the human body in that it regulates, interprets and correlates the activity of the sense organs.

The brain receives the signals from the nerves through the five senses and then sends the command to the different parts of the body to react.

Therefore our emotional instabilities are for the most part a buy-product of our perverted mental state.

ONLY ONE CURE FOR SIN

Every evil that humanity does to humanity, murder, violence, deception, exploitation, rape, slavery, theft, robbery, verbal abuse, manipulation and every kind of sickness, insanity, cancer, Aids and all others. Everything wicked and evil in man’s nature including rebellion against God’s truth are all the result of Sin.

And there is no cure for sin outside of God’s plan for the redemption of mankind.

No one but God has the solution to humanities sin problem.

Just what is that solution? Well that will be the subject of our next lesson. 

