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The MIND and BODY of man is constantly pointed out in scripture as being Satan’s focal point of attack.  Although it is true that the control of man’s heart is his primary goal, Satan knows that the only way to man’s heart is through his mind.  And he will stop at almost nothing to tare down man’s mental resistance in order to get to his heart. An example is given in Genesis the third chapter.
Genesis 3:1-6

1: Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made.  And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?

2: And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden:

3: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 

4: And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:

5: For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 

6: And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.

In this section of scripture we have a classic example of Satan’s mind attack.

Through his subtle tactics of word play he altered Eve’s perspective about God.

He infected her convictions about God’s honesty, fairness, and His generosity.

A careful examination of the text will reveal that Eve was overtaken by the three lusts that the Apostle John warned the saints about (2 John 2:1517).

15: Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

16: For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.

17: And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.

In 2 Corinthians 3:11 Paul expressed his concern for the carnal minded saints at 

Corinth.  He was concerned that Satan might overtake them by using the same tactics as he used on Eve because he saw that they were not SPIRITUAL MINDED.

He knew that in the last days such carnality would prevail in the lives of some and would lead to a departure from the faith (1Timothy 4:1-2).

1: Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;

2: Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;

He warned the church at Colosse to beware of the PHILOSOPHY OF MEN and the system of this world that would corrupt their minds and rob them of their divine reward in Christ. (Colossians 2:8-10, 18). 

8: Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.

9: For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.

10: And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: 

18: Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind,

The word, “Fleshly Mind” has to do with carnal ignorance of spiritual truth.

(The Cretians of Titus 1 are good examples of this).

It is an unbelieving mind that has been defiled evidenced by un-biblical character and conduct.

This kind of mentality is the result of Satan’s successful attack on the mind of the sinner and the careless believer.

The effect of such unbelief is a hostile attitude towards the Gospel by sinners that seeks to turn others away from the faith (Act14:1-2). In careless believers it results in carnality and compromise and spiritual defeat.

1: And it came to pass in Iconium, that they went both together into the synagogue of the Jews, and so spake, that a great multitude both of the Jews and also of the Greeks believed.

2: But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles, and made their minds evil affected against the brethren.

This attitude is produced by devils (2 Corinthians 4:3-4).

3: But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:

4: In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.

The ultimate result is what we are told in Revelation. 21:8

8: But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.

Failure on the part of any believer to earnestly seek to obtain and retain an understanding of God’s word and apply it in their daily lives, will lead to eventual mental defeat, which will lead to spiritual bondage and eventually spiritual death.

Paul describes this condition and its many facets in 2 Timothy 3:1-9, where he warns Timothy (and us) about man’s condition in the last days. 

He said in 1 Corinthians 5:6 that a little leaven, leavens the whole lump.

So we can’t afford to let any leaven in. Be prayerful, be watchful, be obedient and be faithful.

Your Comments are welcome.

