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In the first book of the Bible, Genesis, we are told that God created all things, and that all that he made was good, that it was God who created man and gave him dominion over all the Earth (Gen. 1:26).  And everything that he made was very good (Gen. 1:31).

If this is so then what happened? What was it that caused Man to fall to such a low level of morality? Why is the World in such turmoil, without rest, and without peace? What happened to God’s primary creation? What happened in Eden?

In the first chapter of Genesis, from the second to the twenty-fifth verse, we are given a brief account of God’s creation of the Earth.

In the first verse is mentioned the first cause of all things.

“In the beginning God created the Heavens and Earth.”

The Heavens he created for his dwelling place and for the host of the Spirit beings which he created called Angels.

Among this innumerable host of Spirit beings was one who excelled all others in beauty and wisdom.  He is commonly referred to as Lucifer meaning “Light bearer” or “Son of the morning.”

Lucifer was of the highest orders of angelic beings known as “Cherubims” and of all the angels in Heaven, he was the greatest.

He is called in the book of the Prophet Ezeikel, “The Anointed Cherub that covereth.”

As to what he covered, that can only be speculated.  Some believe that it was the very Throne of God,  while others believe that he ruled over this Earth at a time prior to Adam’s creation.  

His brightness excelled that of all that was in Heaven save God himself.  In fact, it is said that he was “perfect” in his ways in the day that God created him. (Ezek. 28:15)

WHAT HAPPENED IN HEAVEN

The Rebellion of Lucifer

Before we can truly understand what happened in Eden, we must, first of necessity, know what happened in heaven.

How did this being of such superior perfection fall from his position of honor and glory?  What was the cause of his drastic downfall? And why is he now in such fierce opposition to the loving God that created him?

The answers to these questions are of utmost importance to you and me because the effect of his fall is clearly seen in the present dilemma which all Humanity faces this very day.

Although there are many sources that claim to provide the details of this period and event, the only place that a reliable answer can be found to such a question is the Bible.

Since the Bible is the revelation of God himself to mankind, we would expect to find in His revelation answers to important questions that concern God and humanity, and so we have.

In the twenty eighth chapter of the book of the Prophet Ezekiel, we find a graphic description of the glorious and honorable position held by the Cherubim Lucifer; as well as his evident fall and banishment from that position of authority.

In this twenty eighth chapter the prophet Ezekiel conveys to us the message God gave him to deliver to the Prince of Tyrus.

He is told by God to warn the Prince of Tyrus that God was going to send other nations against him to destroy him because of his blasphemous attitude of arrogance and pride. (Ezek. 2 8:1-10)

Such pride as displayed by this prince could not go unpunished.  God would show him that he is only a man who has been deceived and blinded by his wisdom and power; and his kingdom must come to an end.

However, when we get to verse 11, we are told that God gave another message to the prophet, only this time it is in the form of a command and it is directed at the “King of Tyrus.”  Who, (as you will see after reading the text), is not human at all, but Satan himself.

Here in the book of Ezekiel, God takes special care to identify the real ruler of Tyrus.  Notice that in verse 2, he said, “Son of man say to the PRINCE of Tyrus(” (emphasis mine) 
Actually, he is here referring to the then ruling King of Tyrus.  Who (according to the Greek historian, Diodorus Siculus) was a man by the name of ETHBAAL or ITHOBALUS.  But God called him a prince.  Why?

Because he is not the one in control of Tyrus; he was only an instrument in the hands of another force that perhaps even he himself was not aware of.  The true King of Tyrus was Satan himself.  This is who God is addressing in verses 12-19.

“SON OF MAN, TAKE UP A LAMENTATION UPON THE KING OF TYRUS, AND SAY UNTO HIM THUS SAITH THE LORD GOD, THOUS SEALEST UP THE SUM, FULL OF WISDOM, AND PERFECT IN BEAUTY.  

THOU HAST BEEN IN EDEN THE GARDEN OF GOD; EVERY PRECIOUS STONE WAS THY COVERING, THE SARDIUS, TOPAZ, AND THE DIAMOND, THE BERYL, THE ONYX, AND THE JASPER, THE SAPPHIRE, THE EMERALD, AND THE CARBUNCLE, AND GOLD; THE WORKMENSHIP OF THY  TABRETS AND OF THY PIPES WAS PREPARED IN THEE IN THE DAY THAT THOU WAS CREATED.  THOU ARE THE ANOINTED CHERUM THAT COVERETH; AND I HAVE SET THEE SO: THOU WERE UPON THE HOLY MOUNTAIN OF GOD; THOU HAST WALKED UP AND DOWN IN THE MIDST OF THE STONES OF FIRE.  THOU WAS PERFECT IN THY WAYS FROM THE DAY THAT THOU WAS CREATED TILL INIQUITY WAS FOUND IN THEE(”

Let us notice carefully the information that God gives us through the Prophet concerning Lucifer.

There are 9 descriptive statement made here about him.

1. THOU SEALEST UP THE SUM, FULL OF WISDOM, PERFECT IN BEAUTY.

Indicating that Lucifer was the crown of God's created beings. 



2. THOU HAST BEEN IN EDEN THE GARDEN OF GOD.

Which seems to imply that there were living beings occupying this Earth before the creation of Adam, and Lucifer was there ruling over them.



3. EVERY PRECIOUS STONE WAS THEY COVERING.

Denoting his splendor and beauty.


4. THE WORKMENSHIP OF THEY TABRETS AND OF THEY PIPES WAS PREPARED IN THEE IN HE DAY THAT THOU WAS CREATED.

Perhaps a reference to his musical abilities.


5. THOU ART THE ANOINTED CHERUB THAT COVERETH (RULE)

It may be that he was given the rulership over the earth and his throne was in Eden.


6. AND I HAVE SET THEE SO.

God gave him this position; it was not earned, or obtained by his own power or wisdom.


7. THOU WERE UPON THE HOLY MOUNTAIN OF GOD.

This mountain was perhaps in Eden where his throne was and his brightness may have filled the Earth from this location.


8. THOU HAST WALKED UP AND DOWN IN THE MIDST OF THE STONES OF FIRE.

Perhaps a reference to the area that surrounded his throne which none could approach save he himself.  He may have been the source that God chose to radiate his light through to lighten the Earth.



9. THOU WAST PERFECT IN THY WAYS FROM THE DAY THAT THOU WAST CREATED.

God did not create Lucifer wicked; when he came from the hands of God he was very good.  In fact, he was perfect.  As perfect as an angel could be.



The tenth statement made here about this glorious creature is neither positive nor favorable, and it destroys the first nine positive statements altogether. 

10. UNTIL INIQUITY WAS FOUND IN THEE.


There is not another scripture in the entire Bible that relates to us the position of honor that Lucifer held before his fall, better than we have here in Ezekiel 28.

It is amazing that a creature of such wisdom and beauty could from within himself produce such wickedness as displayed by him.

Nevertheless the fact that he has become what he now is, testifies to the fact that God does not hold the love and adoration of his creatures by force; but he has given us all free wills to choose as we please.  However, he desires that we choose to love and worship him by an act of our own wills. 
(Ezekiel 18:21-23).

We are free to follow, worship and obey our creator, or we may if we wish by an act of our free will choose to rebel and follow after our own hearts doing what is right in our own eyes.

However, we should be aware of the consequences that our decisions will lead to.

God created man therefore it is necessary for him to live by the Laws of God who created him for his own good.

To turn away from the guidance of our creator is to turn towards disaster; for he who created us, is our only perfect guide.

God alone has perfect knowledge of the order of the things around us, for it was he who created them.  (Psalms 8:3, Colossians 1:16, St. John 1:3, Isaiah 42:5).  God alone knows the value and stability of the Laws that govern the universe because he holds all things together.  (Colossians 1:17, Heb. 1:3)

To violate God’s laws and commands, automatically results in harm to the violator because God’s laws are based on his perfect knowledge of his order.

Because of this, he justly warns the rebellious of the consequences of rejecting his counsel and reproofs. (Proverbs 1:22-33)

God’s concern and love for his creation caused him to inform them of the dangers of rebellion.  Should we choose to ignore his warning, he is no longer responsible for the outcome.

As long as we walk in obedience to his word, we can expect the best in the final outcome; but when we violate his Law, trouble is the result and the final consequence is eternal damnation. Such is the case with Lucifer.

Lucifer was the first of all God’s creatures to experience the results of rebelling against God, because he was the first to rebel.

In our text, God is careful to give us in vivid detail the cause of Lucifer’s downfall.  (Ezekiel 28:16-18, the first half of each verse)

“BY THE MULTITUDE OF THEY MERCHANDISE THEY HAVE FILLED THE MIDST OF THEE WITH VIOLENCE AND THOU HAST SINNED (THINE HEART WAS LIFTED UP BECAUSE OF THY BEAUTY, THOU HAST CORRUPTED THEY WISDOM BY REASON OF THEY BRIGHTNESS (THOU HAST DEFILED THY SANCTUARIES BY THE MULTITUDE OF THINE INEQUITIES, BY THE INEQUITY OF THY TRAFFIC: [DEALINGS WITH OTHERS]

In the book of the Prophet Isaiah, (who began his prophetic ministry years before Ezekiel), we are given a perfect follow-up on Lucifer’s deteriorating spiritual condition.  And it is here that we learn of the thoughts that filled his mind and heart that led to his downfall.  (Isaiah 14:13-14)

“FOR THOU HAST SAID IN THINE HEART, I WILL ASCEND INTO HEAVEN, I WILL EXALT MY THRONE ABOVE THE STARS OF GOD:  I WILL ASCEND ABOVE THE HEIGHTS OF THE CLOUDS; I WILL BE LIKE THE MOST HIGH.”

As you can see, Lucifer’s aspiration was to occupy the position of God himself.  He was no longer concerned with what God’s will was for him but rather exercised his will against God’s.  By focusing on himself, he lost sight of God.

GOD’S RESPONSE TO LUCIFER’S REBELLION

God’s response to Lucifer’s rebellion was a quick dismissal from his office and dominion.  Banishment from among his heavenly ranks, forever to be an outcast and enemy of his creator.

We read of this event in the book of St. Luke, 

And He said unto them, "I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven".

(St. Luke 10:18).

Lucifer was not alone in his rebellion; he managed to convince other angels to follow him.

However, his plans were defeated and he himself, along with his followers, was removed from heaven.

Although most of us would have preferred that God would have completely wipe Lucifer out by annihilating him and ending His problem than and there, we must remember that God is far wiser then we are and understands far more than we ever will.

He knows what is best for his creation and He sees to it that what is most beneficial to us is done.

Since he has chosen to allow Lucifer (now the Devil and Satan) to continue to exist and roam this earth with a measure of freedom, we must conclude that he plays an important role in God’s divine plan.

However, we are assured that in the final confrontation, Satan’s punishment will be far more severe than the present limitations he endures.

In our text we are given partial insight as to his future judgement.  
(Ezekiel 28:16, 17, 18 and 19; the last half of each verse)

“THEREFORE, I WILL CAST THEE AS PROFANE OUT OF THE MOUNTAIN OF GOD: AND I WILL DESTROY [HEB. "ABAD" TO UNDO OR TO BREAK].  (I WILL CAST THEE TO THE GROUND, I WILL LAY THEE BEFORE KINGS THAT THEY MAY BEHOLD THEE (Isa 14:15-17)(THEREFORE WILL I BRING A FIRE FROM THE MIDST OF THEE, IT SHALL DEVOUR THEE, AND I WILL BRING THEE TO ASHES UPON THE EARTH IN THE SIGHT OF ALL THEM THAT BEHOLD THEE.  ALL THEY THAT KNOW THEE AMONG THE PEOPLE SHALL BE ASTONISHED AT THEE:  THOU SHALT BE A TERROR, AND NEVER SHALT THOU BE ANY MORE.” 
(Ezekiel 28:18-19).

In the portion of scripture just read, there are two phases of Satan’s judgements disclosed to us.  There are three in all.  The third I’ll get to a little later.  Unless you understand all three, such scriptures as the one above will seem to be confusing and contradicting.

1. His immediate removal from his place in Eden.

“OUT OF THE MOUNTAIN OF GOD”


2. His defeat at the end of the tribulation period, during which time he will be ruling the World through the “Man of sin” (also called “The Beast” and “The Anti-Christ”), whom Satan will perhaps have possessed.  It is while he is in this human form that God will ((
“LAY HIM BEFORE KINGS THAT THEY MAY BEHOLD HIM.”  “BRING HIM TO ASHES UPON THE EARTH IN THE SIGHT OF THEM THAT BEHOLD HIM.”

Notice also how God counters Lucifer’s intentions by proclaiming his own I WILL’s.

Men and fallen angles may boast of greatness and exalt their will above that of God’s for a time, but in the end, it is God who will have the last word; his will, will be done and his counsel shall stand. (Isa. 46:10)

Although Satan has not yet begun to play his major role in the public, as ruler of the world in the person of the Beast,
 it is believed that he has already possessed that willing individual and is now quite active in shaping world policy.  And we have reason to believe that he is at this present time preparing to reveal himself to the public as the world’s “CHRIST.”

The third and last judgement that Satan will suffer is recorded in the Book of Revelation, Chapter 20, and verse 10.

“AND THE DEVIL THAT DECEIVED THEM WAS CAST INTO THE LAKE OF FIRE AND BRIMSTONE ((AND SHALL BE TORMENTED DAY AND NIGHT FOREVER AND EVER.”

This final punishment will be dealt to Satan a thousand years after God has dealt with the Man whose body he possessed. 
(See Revelation 19:20, and 20:1-3)

From that time on “NEVER SHALL HE BE ANY MORE”, a problem or a threat to the harmony and peace of God’s universe.

THE RESULT OF LICIFER’S REBELLION

Many believe 
that God destroyed the world over which Lucifer was placed to rule, and then he restored the earth and created man and made him its new ruler. 

This, no doubt, angered Satan who then found residence in the body of a serpent, and presented himself to Eve in the garden, in an attempt to destroy man’s fellowship with God and regain dominion over the earth.

Had Lucifer’s decision to rebel affected only him-self and ended there, there would have been no problem.  God would have simply judged him and stopped him short in his tracks, perhaps even annihilated him from existence since no harm would have been done to any save himself.

However, his rebellion did affect others, as God foreknew it would. And although the Scriptures are not clear as to how many of the Angels of heaven rebelled with him, it is hinted that at least one-third of them sided with him.  (Revelation 12:3-4). These once glorious angels are now unclean spirits called demons who now roam the face of the earth seeking dwelling places within the bodies of people.

One question that always arises is WHY? Why did God allow Satan to continue freely to corrupt the universe and world?

As I said earlier, the depth of it may never be disclosed, or at least not at the present.  However, one reason and purpose is clear; that is to show all creation the only other alternative available aside from God himself.

It is certain beyond a shadow of a doubt, that once this history of man is completed, mankind and angels alike will forever be cured of any desires to rebel against the Most High God. (Revelation 21:27)

Although there are many things about our Creator that we will never understand, neither now or in eternity; through His Word he has revealed to us his nature and character.  Namely:  He is OMNIFICENT, (unlimited in creative and all knowing), OMNIPRESENT (everywhere at the same time), and OMNIPOTENT, (all powerful). In addition to these, he is also:  Love, Righteous, Just, Good, Holy, Perfect and Sovereign.

With the above in mind, you can plainly see that apart from God nothing beneficial to creation exists.  If there is any good, it is only so in accordance with God.  If there is any right, it is only so if it agrees with God.  If there is any love, it comes from God.

And anything that is contrary to God is evil and in some way related to Satan.  Regardless of how mankind feels or what mankind thinks about it, God’s way is the only right way.  And mankind has been allowed to run their course as an example of the chaos and hardship that result when God’s will is ignored and His Laws broken.

What happened in heaven is the first testimony of rebellions consequences, the second of such testimonies involves all humanity, and it began in Eden.

Stay toned for part two. Till then you can get a sneak preview by reading the lesson, “The Creation and Fall of Man” on our lessons page.

As always, we invite your comments and suggestions

� Contrary to what some liberal Christian and so called Scholars say, God created the heavens and the earth in six literal 24 hour days.  For more details about this please contact our ministry or log on to any of the following sites: thefirestsixday.com, answersingenesis.com, org,icr.org    


� Please note that this is merely speculative.  


� Since the Bible is the book of man’s days very little of the pre-Adamic periods are revealed by God. 


�The man who will yield himself to be possessed by Satan in order that he might walk among us in human form in an attempt to persuade the World to believe that he is the Savior and only hope for mankind.  He is referred to in other places in the scripture as:  “THE MAN OF SIN” (2 Thess.2:3), “THE ANTI-CHRIST” (1 John 4:2), “THE KING” (Dan. 11:36), “LITTLE HORN” (Dan. 7:81). 





� Constant Cumby and others have written much about this, also there were Newspaper adds proclaiming that the Christ is now here in 1992 when they felt they were ready to reveal him. But something went wrong and they had to push back their time schedule. Call us for details.


�  “AND THE EARTH (hayah=to Become) WITHOUT FORM AND VOID (empty) AND DARKNESS WAS UPON THE FACE OF THE DEEP.” (Genesis 1:2).





It is believed by a great many Bible scholars that this second verse in Genesis, Chapter 1, describes something other than God’s original creation of the Earth.  That it rather describes the condition of the Earth after God destroyed it due to Lucifer’s rebellion.  





In support of this view which is called the “Gap Theory”, Genesis 1:28 is referred to where Adam and Eve are told to “Be fruitful and multiply, and REPLENISH [repopulate] the earth.”  However, the word replenish is not correct.  "Fill" is the correct word.  But, the fact that we find the serpent in Genesis, Chapter 3, obviously in rebellion against God; stand to reason that his fall had to have occurred some place between Genesis, Chapter 1, verse 1, and Genesis, Chapter 3, verse 1.


Although there are arguments for and against the “Gap Theory”, the evidence for its validity seems unconvincing.


For a detailed examination of the gap theory, contact our ministry.  
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